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Appendix E  Haile Gold Mine EIS 
Agency Correspondence 

Draft EIS E-1 March 2014 

AGENCY CORRESPONDENCE 

This appendix documents formal correspondence between the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
and cooperating agencies, and other agencies and tribes, regarding the Haile Gold Mine Environmental 
Impact Statement (Table E-1). The letters included in the table are provided in the pages that follow. 
Emails and other non-formal correspondence between the USACE and other parties is included in this 
appendix but are logged in the Administrative Record for the Project. 

Table E-1 Formal Correspondence Regarding the Haile Gold Mine EIS 

Document Description Date 

Letter from Jay B. Herrington (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service [USFWS]) to Lt. Colonel Jason Kirk 
(U.S. Army Corps of Engineers [USACE]) re EIS required 

03.29.11 

Letter from Richard Darden (USACE) to Marianne Depratter (South Carolina Department of 
Health and Environmental Control [SCDHEC]) re agency coordination meeting 

10.07.11 

Letter invitation from USACE to Larry Long (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency [USEPA]) for 
the January 25, 2012 meeting of the Public Involvement Advisory Group (PIAG)  

12.20.11 

Letter invitation from USACE to Chuck Hightower (SCDHEC) for the January 25, 2012 meeting 
of the PIAG  

12.20.11 

Letter invitation from USACE to Kelly Laycock (USEPA) for the January 25, 2012 meeting of the 
PIAG  

12.20.11 

Letter invitation from USACE to Marianna Depratter (SCDHEC) for the January 25, 2012 
meeting of the PIAG  

12.20.11 

Letter invitation from USACE to Morgan Wolf (USFWS) for the January 25, 2012 meeting of the 
PIAG  

12.20.11 

Letter invitation from USACE to Vivianne Vejdani (South Carolina Department of Natural 
Resources [SCDNR]) for the January 25, 2012 meeting of the PIAG  

12.20.11 

Letter invitation from USACE to Wenonah Haire (Catawba Tribe) for the January 25, 2012 
meeting of the PIAG  

12.20.11 

Letter invitation from USACE to Larry Long (USEPA) for the January 25, 2012 meeting of the 
PIAG  

12.22.11 

Letter invitation from USACE to Marianna Depratter (SCDHEC) for the January 25, 2012 
meeting of the PIAG  

12.22.11 

Letter invitation from USACE to Steve Moore (SCWF) for the January 25, 2012 meeting of the 
PIAG  

12.22.11 

Letter invitation from USACE to Chris DeScherer (Southern Environmental Law Center) for the 
January 25, 2012 meeting of the PIAG  

12.22.11 

Letter from Wenonah Haire (Catawba Tribe) to Ramona Schneider (Haile Gold Mine, Inc. [Haile]) 
re Phase I survey report 

02.10.12 

Letter from Richard Darden (USACE) to agencies re Haile wildlife report 04.20.12 

Letter from Richard Darden (USACE) to Morgan Wolf (USFWS) re Haile wildlife report  04.20.12 

Letter from Richard  Darden (USACE) to Vivianne Vejdani (SCDNR) re Haile wildlife report 04.23.12 

Letter from Richard  Darden (USACE) to Jaclyn Daly (National Marine Fisheries Service) re 
Haile wildlife report 

04.23.12 

Letter from Richard Darden (USACE) to Morgan Wolf (USFWS) re Haile wildlife report  04.23.12 

Letter from Richard Darden (USACE) to Kelly Laycock (USEPA) re Haile wildlife report  04.23.12 
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Table E-1 List of Formal Correspondence regarding Haile Gold Mine EIS (Continued) 

Document Description Date 

Letter from Richard Darden (USACE) to Kathy Sistare (Lancaster County) re request for 
Section 106 consultation 

06.25.12 

Letter from Environmental Resource Consultants to USACE re Final Jurisdictional Determination 
Report and USACE verification  

10.19.12 

Letter from USACE to Rebekah Dobrasko (State Historic Preservation Officer [SHPO]) regarding 
Phase I survey report  

03.06.13 

Letter from Richard Darden (USACE) to Wenonah Haire (Catawba Tribe) re Traditional Cultural 
Properties 

03.14.13 

Letter from Richard Darden (USACE) to Charles Coleman (Tribal Town) re Traditional Cultural 
Properties 

03.14.13 

Letter from Rebekah Dobrasko (SCDAH) to  Richard Darden (USACE) re Phase I survey letter 04.01.13 

Letter from Rebekah Dobrasko (SCDAH) to Richard Darden (USACE) re SHPO concurrence 
with Cultural Resources Study Area 

04.15.13 

Letter from William Harris (Catawba Tribe) to Richard Darden re Section 106 consultation 
invitation 

05.10.12 

Letter from R.S. Webb & Associates to Richard Darden (USACE) re Phase I 553 acres survey  05.15.13 

Letter from Richard Darden (USACE) to Emily Dale (SHPO) re three sites letter report 07.12.13 

Letter from Richard Darden (USACE) to Emily Dale (SHPO) re eligibility evaluation of Haile Gold 
Mine School shed 

07.19.13 

Letter from Richard Darden (USACE) to Emily Dale (SHPO) re Phase I 553 acres survey report 07.19.13 

Letter from Richard Darden (USACE) to Emily Dale (SHPO) re significance of Haile Gold Mine 07.19.13 

Letter from Bob Perry (SCDNR) to Richard Darden (USACE) re comments on the Haile Gold 
Mine Revised Mitigation Plan  

09.16.13 

Letter from Richard Darden (USACE) to Emily Dale (SHPO) re Phase I 13 sites report  09.17.13 

Letter from Emily Dale (SHPO) to Richard Darden (USACE) re Haile Gold Mine School shed  09.20.13 

Letter from Emily Dale (SHPO) to Richard Darden (USACE) re Phase I testing of 13 sites report 10.14.13 

Letter from Emily Dale (SHPO) to Richard Darden (USACE) re eligibility assessments: 
reconnaissance 

10.23.13 

Letter from Robert Webb (R.S. Webb & Associates) to Ramona Schnieder (Haile) re Phase II 
testing of 13 sites report 

11.06.12 

Letter from Richard Darden (USACE) to Emily Dale (SHPO) re Phase II testing of 13 sites 
revised draft report 

11.20.13 

Letter from Richard Darden (USACE) to Reid Nelson (Advisory Council on Historic Preservation) 
re request for Section 106 consultation 

12.04.13 
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CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
69A Hagood Avenue 
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 December 20, 2011 
 
 
Regulatory Division 
 
 
 
Kelly Laycock 
US Environmental Protection Agency  
Wetlands Regulatory Section 
Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth Street 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-8960 
 
Subject: Agency Coordination Meeting 
 Haile Gold Mine EIS  
 
Dear Kelly: 
 
 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is preparing an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the proposed Haile Gold Mine project.  A second agency coordination 
meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 25, 2012, from 1:30PM EST to 3:30PM EST at the 
Train Depot located at 106 North Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067.  This interagency 
coordination meeting will provide an additional opportunity to share information about the project 
and solicit your input regarding any data and/or studies that should be incorporated into the 
content of the EIS.  We anticipate discussing our respective levels of review of applicant-
supplied data, including discussion of additional data needs or concerns, scoping summary, 
alternatives to date, the process and critical path. We appreciate and encourage your continued 
participation as we progress through the EIS process. 

 
Please confirm that your agency will participate in the agency meeting via email to me 

(Richard.Darden@usace.army.mil).  We look forward to seeing you on January 25th and working 
with you on this important EIS project. 

 
 If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me at 843-329-8043 or toll 
free at 1-866-329-8187. 
 
                                        Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
       Richard L. Darden, Ph.D. 
                                        Project Manager 
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  December 20, 2011 
 
 
Regulatory Division 
 
 
 
Larry Long 
US Environmental Protection Agency  
NEPA Program Office 
Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth Street 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-8960 
 
Subject: Agency Coordination Meeting 
 Haile Gold Mine EIS  
 
Dear Larry: 
 
 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is preparing an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the proposed Haile Gold Mine project.  A second agency coordination 
meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 25, 2012, from 1:30PM EST to 3:30PM EST at the 
Train Depot located at 106 North Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067.  This interagency 
coordination meeting will provide an additional opportunity to share information about the project 
and solicit your input regarding any data and/or studies that should be incorporated into the 
content of the EIS.  We anticipate discussing our respective levels of review of applicant-
supplied data, including discussion of additional data needs or concerns, scoping summary, 
alternatives to date, the process and critical path. We appreciate and encourage your continued 
participation as we progress through the EIS process. 

 
Please confirm that your agency will participate in the agency meeting via email to me 

(Richard.Darden@usace.army.mil).  We look forward to seeing you on January 25th and working 
with you on this important EIS project. 

 
 If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me at 843-329-8043 or toll 
free at 1-866-329-8187. 
 
                                        Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
       Richard L. Darden, Ph.D. 
                                        Project Manager 
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  December 20, 2011 
 
 
Regulatory Division 
 
 
 
Chuck Hightower 
S. C. Dept. of Health and Environmental Control 
Bureau of Water 
2600 Bull Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 
 
Subject: Agency Coordination Meeting 
 Haile Gold Mine EIS  
 
Dear Chuck: 
 
 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is preparing an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the proposed Haile Gold Mine project.  A second agency coordination 
meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 25, 2012, from 1:30PM EST to 3:30PM EST at the 
Train Depot located at 106 North Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067.  This interagency 
coordination meeting will provide an additional opportunity to share information about the project 
and solicit your input regarding any data and/or studies that should be incorporated into the 
content of the EIS.  We anticipate discussing our respective levels of review of applicant-
supplied data, including discussion of additional data needs or concerns, scoping summary, 
alternatives to date, the process and critical path. We appreciate and encourage your continued 
participation as we progress through the EIS process. 

 
Please confirm that your agency will participate in the agency meeting via email to me 

(Richard.Darden@usace.army.mil).  We look forward to seeing you on January 25th and working 
with you on this important EIS project. 

 
 If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me at 843-329-8043 or toll 
free at 1-866-329-8187. 
 
                                        Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
       Richard L. Darden, Ph.D. 
                                        Project Manager 
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 December 20, 2011 
 
 
Regulatory Division 
 
 
 
Kelly Laycock 
US Environmental Protection Agency  
Wetlands Regulatory Section 
Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth Street 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-8960 
 
Subject: Agency Coordination Meeting 
 Haile Gold Mine EIS  
 
Dear Kelly: 
 
 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is preparing an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the proposed Haile Gold Mine project.  A second agency coordination 
meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 25, 2012, from 1:30PM EST to 3:30PM EST at the 
Train Depot located at 106 North Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067.  This interagency 
coordination meeting will provide an additional opportunity to share information about the project 
and solicit your input regarding any data and/or studies that should be incorporated into the 
content of the EIS.  We anticipate discussing our respective levels of review of applicant-
supplied data, including discussion of additional data needs or concerns, scoping summary, 
alternatives to date, the process and critical path. We appreciate and encourage your continued 
participation as we progress through the EIS process. 

 
Please confirm that your agency will participate in the agency meeting via email to me 

(Richard.Darden@usace.army.mil).  We look forward to seeing you on January 25th and working 
with you on this important EIS project. 

 
 If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me at 843-329-8043 or toll 
free at 1-866-329-8187. 
 
                                        Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
       Richard L. Darden, Ph.D. 
                                        Project Manager 
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  December 20, 2011 
 
 
Regulatory Division 
 
 
 
Marianna Depratter 
S. C. Dept. of Health and Environmental Control 
Mining and Reclamation Program 
2600 Bull Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 
 
Subject: Agency Coordination Meeting 
 Haile Gold Mine EIS  
 
Dear Ms. Depratter: 
 
 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is preparing an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the proposed Haile Gold Mine project.  A second agency coordination 
meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 25, 2012, from 1:30PM EST to 3:30PM EST at the 
Train Depot located at 106 North Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067.  This interagency 
coordination meeting will provide an additional opportunity to share information about the project 
and solicit your input regarding any data and/or studies that should be incorporated into the 
content of the EIS.  We anticipate discussing our respective levels of review of applicant-
supplied data, including discussion of additional data needs or concerns, scoping summary, 
alternatives to date, the process and critical path. We appreciate and encourage your continued 
participation as we progress through the EIS process. 

 
Please confirm that your agency will participate in the agency meeting via email to me 

(Richard.Darden@usace.army.mil).  We look forward to seeing you on January 25th and working 
with you on this important EIS project. 

 
 If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me at 843-329-8043 or toll 
free at 1-866-329-8187. 
 
                                        Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
       Richard L. Darden, Ph.D. 
                                        Project Manager 
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  December 20, 2011 
 
 
Regulatory Division 
 
 
 
Morgan Wolf 
United States Department of Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
176 Croghan Spur Road, Suite 200 
Charleston, SC 29407 
 
Subject: Agency Coordination Meeting 
 Haile Gold Mine EIS  
 
Dear Morgan: 
 
 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is preparing an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the proposed Haile Gold Mine project.  A second agency coordination 
meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 25, 2012, from 1:30PM EST to 3:30PM EST at the 
Train Depot located at 106 North Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067.  This interagency 
coordination meeting will provide an additional opportunity to share information about the project 
and solicit your input regarding any data and/or studies that should be incorporated into the 
content of the EIS.  We anticipate discussing our respective levels of review of applicant-
supplied data, including discussion of additional data needs or concerns, scoping summary, 
alternatives to date, the process and critical path. We appreciate and encourage your continued 
participation as we progress through the EIS process. 

 
Please confirm that your agency will participate in the agency meeting via email to me 

(Richard.Darden@usace.army.mil).  We look forward to seeing you on January 25th and working 
with you on this important EIS project. 

 
 If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me at 843-329-8043 or toll 
free at 1-866-329-8187. 
 
                                        Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
       Richard L. Darden, Ph.D. 
                                        Project Manager 
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  December 20, 2011 
 
 
Regulatory Division 
 
 
 
Vivianne Vejdani 
SC Department of Natural Resources 
1000 Assembly Street, Room 202  
Columbia, SC 29202 
 
Subject: Agency Coordination Meeting 
 Haile Gold Mine EIS  
 
Dear Ms. Vejdani: 
 
 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is preparing an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the proposed Haile Gold Mine project.  A second agency coordination 
meeting will be held on Wednesday, January 25, 2012, from 1:30PM EST to 3:30PM EST at the 
Train Depot located at 106 North Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067.  This interagency 
coordination meeting will provide an additional opportunity to share information about the project 
and solicit your input regarding any data and/or studies that should be incorporated into the 
content of the EIS.  We anticipate discussing our respective levels of review of applicant-
supplied data, including discussion of additional data needs or concerns, scoping summary, 
alternatives to date, the process and critical path. We appreciate and encourage your continued 
participation as we progress through the EIS process. 

 
Please confirm that your agency will participate in the agency meeting via email to me 

(Richard.Darden@usace.army.mil).  We look forward to seeing you on January 25th and working 
with you on this important EIS project. 

 
 If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me at 843-329-8043 or toll 
free at 1-866-329-8187. 
 
                                        Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
       Richard L. Darden, Ph.D. 
                                        Project Manager 
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  December 20, 2011 
 
 
Regulatory Division 
 
 
 
Wenonah G. Haire 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer  
Catawba Indian Nation 
1536 Tom Steven Road 
Rock Hill, SC 29730 
 
Subject: Cultural Resources Meeting 
 Haile Gold Mine EIS  
 
Dear Wenonah: 
 
 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) is preparing an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the proposed Haile Gold Mine project.  A cultural resources coordination 
meeting will be held on Thursday, January 26, 2012 from 9:30AM EST to 11:30AM EST at the 
Train Depot located at 106 North Cleveland Street, Kershaw, SC 29067.  This meeting will 
provide an opportunity to share information about the project and solicit your input regarding any 
information and/or studies pertaining to cultural resources that should be incorporated into the 
content of the EIS.  We want to encourage your participation as we progress through the EIS 
process. 

 
Please confirm that you will participate in the cultural meeting via email to me 

(Richard.Darden@usace.army.mil).  We look forward to seeing you on January 26th and working 
with you on this important EIS project. 

 
 If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me at 843-329-8043 or toll 
free at 1-866-329-8187. 
 
                                        Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
       Richard L. Darden, Ph.D. 
                                        Project Manager 
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  December 22, 2011 
 
 
Regulatory Division 
 
 
 
Larry Long 
USEPA 
61 Forsyth Street, S.W 
Atlanta, GA  30303 
 
Subject: Haile Gold Mine EIS Public Involvement Advisory Group Meeting 
 
The United States Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (USACE) has initiated the 
environmental analysis and documentation for the Haile Gold Mine Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS).  As part of this effort, we have created a Public Involvement Advisory Group 
(Group) for the project to assist in a structured program of public information and input.  The 
Public Involvement Advisory Group will play a vital role in the public involvement component of 
the project, and will include representatives of the various stakeholders and institutions within 
the Project Study Area.  The Group is intended to serve as a sounding board for the Project 
Team and provide a forum for stakeholders to have direct input to the Project Team. 
 
The proposed project, as described in the permit application which was filed on January 12, 
2011, is to reactivate the existing Haile Gold Mine near Kershaw, SC for the development of 
gold resources, to expand the area for open pit mining, and to construct associated facilities.  
The Haile Gold Mine Site encompasses approximately 4,231 acres.  Mining would occur in 
phases involving eight open mining pits over a twelve-year period, with pit depths ranging from 
110 to 840 feet.   The proposed work includes mechanized land clearing, grubbing, temporary 
stockpiling, filling, and excavation that would impact 161.81 acres of jurisdictional, freshwater 
wetlands and 38,775 linear feet of streams.  Construction drawings provided by the applicant 
were included in the original joint public notice of January 28, 2011, and are available on the 
Haile Gold Mine EIS website at: http://www.HaileGoldMineEIS.com and at the USACE website 
at: http://www.sac.usace.army.mil/?action=publicnotices.pn2011. 
 
This letter invites you to participate in this Public Involvement Advisory Group, or to nominate a 
representative of your organization to participate in the Group. The USACE has scheduled a 
meeting on Wednesday, January 25, 2012 at the Camden Country Club, 111 Knights Hill 
Road, Camden, South Carolina 29020.  The meeting will be held from 9:00AM EST to 12:00PM 
EST.  
 
During this first meeting we will provide an introduction to the project, as well as the 
environmental study process, and the USACE’s role and obligation in the EIS process. Other 
agenda items for this meeting and future meetings will generally include project issues as they 
arise during the environmental study process.   
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We are excited about the possibility of having you, or your designated representative, join us on 
this project so that, together, we can work toward an EIS that provides thorough and 
comprehensive documentation of the proposed project’s impacts on the human environment, 
both beneficial and detrimental.  Please contact Dr. Richard Darden, Project Manager, by 
telephone: 843-329-8043 or toll free 1–866–329–8187, or by email 
Richard.Darden@usace.army.mil to accept this invitation or nominate a representative, or if you 
have questions regarding this position and/or the project.   
We look forward to your assistance in this important and comprehensive process. 
 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Larry Long 
USEPA 

61 Forsyth Street, S.W 
Atlanta, GA  30303 

 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, CHARLESTON 

 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A Hagood Avenue 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 

_____________________________ 
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  December 22, 2011 
 
 
Regulatory Division 
 
 
 
Marianna Depratter 
SC Department of Health and Environmental Control 
2600 Bull Street 
Columbia, SC  29201 
 
Subject: Haile Gold Mine EIS Public Involvement Advisory Group Meeting 
 
The United States Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (USACE) has initiated the 
environmental analysis and documentation for the Haile Gold Mine Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS).  As part of this effort, we have created a Public Involvement Advisory Group 
(Group) for the project to assist in a structured program of public information and input.  The 
Public Involvement Advisory Group will play a vital role in the public involvement component of 
the project, and will include representatives of the various stakeholders and institutions within 
the Project Study Area.  The Group is intended to serve as a sounding board for the Project 
Team and provide a forum for stakeholders to have direct input to the Project Team. 
 
The proposed project, as described in the permit application which was filed on January 12, 
2011, is to reactivate the existing Haile Gold Mine near Kershaw, SC for the development of 
gold resources, to expand the area for open pit mining, and to construct associated facilities.  
The Haile Gold Mine Site encompasses approximately 4,231 acres.  Mining would occur in 
phases involving eight open mining pits over a twelve-year period, with pit depths ranging from 
110 to 840 feet.   The proposed work includes mechanized land clearing, grubbing, temporary 
stockpiling, filling, and excavation that would impact 161.81 acres of jurisdictional, freshwater 
wetlands and 38,775 linear feet of streams.  Construction drawings provided by the applicant 
were included in the original joint public notice of January 28, 2011, and are available on the 
Haile Gold Mine EIS website at: http://www.HaileGoldMineEIS.com and at the USACE website 
at: http://www.sac.usace.army.mil/?action=publicnotices.pn2011. 
 
This letter invites you to participate in this Public Involvement Advisory Group, or to nominate a 
representative of your organization to participate in the Group. The USACE has scheduled a 
meeting on Wednesday, January 25, 2012 at the Camden Country Club, 111 Knights Hill 
Road, Camden, South Carolina 29020.  The meeting will be held from 9:00AM EST to 12:00PM 
EST.  
 
During this first meeting we will provide an introduction to the project, as well as the 
environmental study process, and the USACE’s role and obligation in the EIS process. Other 
agenda items for this meeting and future meetings will generally include project issues as they 
arise during the environmental study process.   
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We are excited about the possibility of having you, or your designated representative, join us on 
this project so that, together, we can work toward an EIS that provides thorough and 
comprehensive documentation of the proposed project’s impacts on the human environment, 
both beneficial and detrimental.  Please contact Dr. Richard Darden, Project Manager, by 
telephone: 843-329-8043 or toll free 1–866–329–8187, or by email 
Richard.Darden@usace.army.mil to accept this invitation or nominate a representative, or if you 
have questions regarding this position and/or the project.   
We look forward to your assistance in this important and comprehensive process. 
 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Marianna Depratter 
SC Department of Health and Environmental Control 

2600 Bull Street 
Columbia, SC  29201 

 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, CHARLESTON 

 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
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CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 
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OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

IF NOT DELIVERED IN TEN DAYS, RETURN TO SENDER 
 



   
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
69A Hagood Avenue 

CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 

 

    REPLY  TO  
    ATTENTION OF  

 
 
 
 

  December 22, 2011 
 
 
Regulatory Division 
 
 
 
Steve Moore 
SCWF 
215 Pickens St 
Columbia, SC  29205 
 
Subject: Haile Gold Mine EIS Public Involvement Advisory Group Meeting 
 
The United States Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (USACE) has initiated the 
environmental analysis and documentation for the Haile Gold Mine Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS).  As part of this effort, we have created a Public Involvement Advisory Group 
(Group) for the project to assist in a structured program of public information and input.  The 
Public Involvement Advisory Group will play a vital role in the public involvement component of 
the project, and will include representatives of the various stakeholders and institutions within 
the Project Study Area.  The Group is intended to serve as a sounding board for the Project 
Team and provide a forum for stakeholders to have direct input to the Project Team. 
 
The proposed project, as described in the permit application which was filed on January 12, 
2011, is to reactivate the existing Haile Gold Mine near Kershaw, SC for the development of 
gold resources, to expand the area for open pit mining, and to construct associated facilities.  
The Haile Gold Mine Site encompasses approximately 4,231 acres.  Mining would occur in 
phases involving eight open mining pits over a twelve-year period, with pit depths ranging from 
110 to 840 feet.   The proposed work includes mechanized land clearing, grubbing, temporary 
stockpiling, filling, and excavation that would impact 161.81 acres of jurisdictional, freshwater 
wetlands and 38,775 linear feet of streams.  Construction drawings provided by the applicant 
were included in the original joint public notice of January 28, 2011, and are available on the 
Haile Gold Mine EIS website at: http://www.HaileGoldMineEIS.com and at the USACE website 
at: http://www.sac.usace.army.mil/?action=publicnotices.pn2011. 
 
This letter invites you to participate in this Public Involvement Advisory Group, or to nominate a 
representative of your organization to participate in the Group. The USACE has scheduled a 
meeting on Wednesday, January 25, 2012 at the Camden Country Club, 111 Knights Hill 
Road, Camden, South Carolina 29020.  The meeting will be held from 9:00AM EST to 12:00PM 
EST.  
 
During this first meeting we will provide an introduction to the project, as well as the 
environmental study process, and the USACE’s role and obligation in the EIS process. Other 
agenda items for this meeting and future meetings will generally include project issues as they 
arise during the environmental study process.   
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We are excited about the possibility of having you, or your designated representative, join us on 
this project so that, together, we can work toward an EIS that provides thorough and 
comprehensive documentation of the proposed project’s impacts on the human environment, 
both beneficial and detrimental.  Please contact Dr. Richard Darden, Project Manager, by 
telephone: 843-329-8043 or toll free 1–866–329–8187, or by email 
Richard.Darden@usace.army.mil to accept this invitation or nominate a representative, or if you 
have questions regarding this position and/or the project.   
We look forward to your assistance in this important and comprehensive process. 
 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Steve Moore 
SCWF 

215 Pickens St 
Columbia, SC  29205 

 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, CHARLESTON 

 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A Hagood Avenue 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 

_____________________________ 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

IF NOT DELIVERED IN TEN DAYS, RETURN TO SENDER 
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  December 22, 2011 
 
 
Regulatory Division 
 
 
 
Chris DeScherer 
SELC 
43 Broad Street, Suite 300 
Charleston, SC  29401 
 
Subject: Haile Gold Mine EIS Public Involvement Advisory Group Meeting 
 
The United States Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (USACE) has initiated the 
environmental analysis and documentation for the Haile Gold Mine Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS).  As part of this effort, we have created a Public Involvement Advisory Group 
(Group) for the project to assist in a structured program of public information and input.  The 
Public Involvement Advisory Group will play a vital role in the public involvement component of 
the project, and will include representatives of the various stakeholders and institutions within 
the Project Study Area.  The Group is intended to serve as a sounding board for the Project 
Team and provide a forum for stakeholders to have direct input to the Project Team. 
 
The proposed project, as described in the permit application which was filed on January 12, 
2011, is to reactivate the existing Haile Gold Mine near Kershaw, SC for the development of 
gold resources, to expand the area for open pit mining, and to construct associated facilities.  
The Haile Gold Mine Site encompasses approximately 4,231 acres.  Mining would occur in 
phases involving eight open mining pits over a twelve-year period, with pit depths ranging from 
110 to 840 feet.   The proposed work includes mechanized land clearing, grubbing, temporary 
stockpiling, filling, and excavation that would impact 161.81 acres of jurisdictional, freshwater 
wetlands and 38,775 linear feet of streams.  Construction drawings provided by the applicant 
were included in the original joint public notice of January 28, 2011, and are available on the 
Haile Gold Mine EIS website at: http://www.HaileGoldMineEIS.com and at the USACE website 
at: http://www.sac.usace.army.mil/?action=publicnotices.pn2011. 
 
This letter invites you to participate in this Public Involvement Advisory Group, or to nominate a 
representative of your organization to participate in the Group. The USACE has scheduled a 
meeting on Wednesday, January 25, 2012 at the Camden Country Club, 111 Knights Hill 
Road, Camden, South Carolina 29020.  The meeting will be held from 9:00AM EST to 12:00PM 
EST.  
 
During this first meeting we will provide an introduction to the project, as well as the 
environmental study process, and the USACE’s role and obligation in the EIS process. Other 
agenda items for this meeting and future meetings will generally include project issues as they 
arise during the environmental study process.   

JD-3-Approx.doc 
Created 4/27/99 - DHH 
Modified x/x/x - DHH 



We are excited about the possibility of having you, or your designated representative, join us on 
this project so that, together, we can work toward an EIS that provides thorough and 
comprehensive documentation of the proposed project’s impacts on the human environment, 
both beneficial and detrimental.  Please contact Dr. Richard Darden, Project Manager, by 
telephone: 843-329-8043 or toll free 1–866–329–8187, or by email 
Richard.Darden@usace.army.mil to accept this invitation or nominate a representative, or if you 
have questions regarding this position and/or the project.   
We look forward to your assistance in this important and comprehensive process. 
 
CHARLESTON DISTRICT 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Chris DeScherer 
SELC 

43 Broad Street, Suite 300 
Charleston, SC  29401 

 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, CHARLESTON 

 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

69A Hagood Avenue 
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 

_____________________________ 
OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

IF NOT DELIVERED IN TEN DAYS, RETURN TO SENDER 
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April 20, 2012 
 
Regulatory Division 
 
 
 
Ms. Morgan Wolf 
United States Department of Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
176 Croghan Spur Road Suite 200 
Charleston, South Carolina  29407 
 
Dear Ms. Wolf: 
 
 This is in regard to an application for a Department of the Army permit (SAC 1992-
24211-4) submitted by Haile Gold Mine, Inc. 
 
 This office recently received a report from Haile Gold Mine, Inc. dated April 2, 2012.  The 
report was received on CD, is titled "Comprehensive Baseline Wildlife Report" and includes the 
report text as well as an appendix.  Your name was shown on the cc list as also having been 
sent a copy of this submittal.  If you did not receive the information please let me know and I will 
see that you get it.  In addition, if you require a printed copy I am happy to get one to you upon 
request. 
 

Our review team at USACE/USEPA/Cardno ENTRIX is currently reviewing the 
document.  Our intent is to evaluate, and independently verify as necessary, information 
presented in the report for its suitability for our use in preparing relevant portions of the EIS as 
well as continuing on-going coordination/consultation with your agency.  On this basis we would 
appreciate any feedback from you in terms of comments or concerns relative to the report’s 
methods, scope, and accuracy. 
 
 Please review the information at your earliest convenience and provide me any feedback 
you may have by May 25, 2012.  If you have any questions concerning this matter, please 
contact me at 843-329-8044 or toll free at 1-866-329-8187. 
 
       Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
        
       Project Manager 
       Richard L. Darden, Ph.D. 
 
 
 
cc: Paul Leonard, Cardno ENTRIX 











June 25, 2012 
 
Regulatory Division 
 
 
Kathy Sistare, Chair 
Lancaster City Council 
101 N. Main Street 
Lancaster, South Carolina 29721 
 
Subject: Haile Gold Mine, Inc., Lancaster County, South Carolina – Request for Section 

106 Consultation 
 
Dear Chairwoman Sistare: 
 

The United States Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (USACE) and the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA), in cooperation with the owner and 
operator of the Haile Gold Mine, Inc., are inviting Lancaster County to join us in Section 106 
consultation.  Federal agency participation includes the USACE as the lead agency and USEPA 
as cooperating agency for the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process to prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed Haile Gold Mine Project. The USACE 
will also serve as the lead federal agency for compliance with Section 106 of the NHPA and 
Appendix C of 33 CFR 325. The EIS process began on September 29, 2011, when a Notice of 
Intent (NOI) was published in the Federal Register (Volume 76, Number 189, p.60474), 
advertising a scoping meeting held on October 27, 2011 
(http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html). The USACE is conducting the Section 106 and 
NEPA processes concurrently for this project. 

 
As a local government with jurisdiction over the area in which the effects of an 

undertaking may occur, Lancaster County is entitled to participate as a consulting party in the 
Section 106 process (36 CFR 800.2).   
 
Project Summary 

 
The USACE intends to prepare a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) to 

identify the potential social, economic, and environmental effects of the proposed construction 
and operation of a gold mine in order to extract and process gold from the Haile ore body in 
wetlands and streams associated with Haile Gold Mine Creek, by Haile Gold Mine, Inc. (Haile) 
in the vicinity of Kershaw, in Lancaster County, South Carolina (SC).  The EIS will be prepared 
in two stages, a DEIS and a Final EIS (FEIS). Both of these documents will be circulated for 
public comment, and a Public Hearing will be held after the circulation of the DEIS. Ultimately, 
when the USACE is prepared to make a final decision on the application, the agency will prepare 
a Record of Decision (ROD). 
 
Section 106 of the NHPA 
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The USACE is inviting you to participate in the Section 106 process.  Because this effort 
will be conducted in a parallel track with the NEPA process, your participation will allow the 
USACE to closely coordinate the Section 106 requirements with the NEPA process.  Information 
on the Area of Potential Effect (APE) will be sent to you following this letter.  You may have 
already been contacted by the USACE regarding participating in consultation for this project if 
you are registered to receive notices for the Charleston office at: http://www.sac.usace.army.mil 
/?action=publicnotices.signup.  If this is your first correspondence from the USACE, please 
consider receiving electronic notices to insure rapid and regular notification and updates.  We 
also respectfully ask that you please respond to this letter to indicate your interest in becoming a 
consulting party for this project.  
 
Potential Effects 

 
This project has the potential to affect historic properties.  Haile (Applicant) will be 

conducting field surveys to identify historic properties that are eligible for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places, within the proposed mine boundaries. After reviewing these surveys, 
the USACE will consult with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officers (THPO) in addition to other consulting parties, to identify measures to 
avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse effects to these historic properties. These measures may 
include avoidance, fencing sites or portions of sites to ensure that they are not disturbed during 
construction, monitoring of construction activities, data recovery at the sites, or creative 
mitigation strategies. 
 

An Unanticipated Discoveries Plan (UDP) will be developed and implemented that will 
be reviewed and approved by the USACE and the consulting parties.  This plan will describe 
measures to be followed in the event that previously undocumented cultural resources are 
discovered during construction activities.  Measures in the UDP will include: documenting and 
evaluating the site; consulting with the SHPO or appropriate THPOs and additional consulting 
parties; and if required, implementing measures to avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse impacts 
to the site.  There may be other agreements or mitigation documents that will be developed by 
the consulting parties, such as memorandum of agreements, programmatic agreements, and 
treatment plans. 
 
Details of the Activity  

 
The project proposed by Haile is to reactivate the existing Haile Gold Mine near 

Kershaw, SC for the development of gold resources, to expand the area for open pit mining, and 
to construct associated facilities. The Haile Gold Mine encompasses approximately 4,231 acres. 
Mining will occur in phases involving eight open mining pits over a twelve-year period, with pit 
depths ranging from 110 to 840 feet deep. The proposed work includes mechanized land 
clearing, grubbing, temporary stockpiling, filling, and excavation that will impact 162 acres of 
jurisdictional, freshwater wetlands and 38,775 linear feet of streams. Construction drawings 
provided by the applicant are included in the original joint public notice of January 28, 2011, and 
are available on Charleston District public web site at http://www.sac.usace.army.mil/ 
?action=publicnotices.pn2011. 
 



The DEIS is anticipated to be available late in 2012. A public hearing will be conducted 
following the release of the DEIS.  Mining activities would begin in 2013 if permitted.  If you 
wish to participate in consultation, please send me your response as soon as possible.  All 
respondents will receive a Section 106 Consulting Party Designation and a complete information 
packet for the project.  If you know of any additional parties (stakeholders) that might be 
interested in participating in this EIS or Section 106 process, please let me know.  I look forward 
to your participation in the consultation process. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Richard L. Darden, Ph.D.  
Project Manager  
Regulatory Division  
Charleston District  
69-A Hagood Avenue  
Charleston, South Carolina 29403 

 
 



 



































R.S. Webb & Associates 
Cultural Resource Management Consultants 

2800 Holly Springs Parkway, Suite 200 • P.O. Drawer 1319 

Holly Springs, Georgia  30142 

Phone: 770-345-0706 • Fax: 770-345-0707 

 

 

May 15, 2013 

 

Dr. Richard Darden 

Regulatory Division 

Corps of Engineers, Charleston District 

69A Hagood Avenue 

Charleston, South Carolina 29403 

 

 Subject:  Comment Letter for the Phase I Cultural Resources Survey of  

   553 Acres at Haile Gold Mine Report 

   Lancaster and Kershaw Counties, South Carolina 

   P/N # SAC 1992-24122-41A 

   SHPO Project No. 09-CC0051 

 

Dear Dr. Darden: 

 

We are in receipt of the April 1, 2013 SHPO comment letter and technical comments for the Phase I 

Cultural Resources Survey of 553 Acres at Haile Gold Mine, Lancaster and Kershaw Counties, South 

Carolina (attached).  It is my understanding from a phone conversation with Ms. Rebekah Dobrasko of 

the South Carolina State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), that the comments were based on the 

Corps March 6 letter to the SHPO.   

 

The letter has discrepancies in the site numbers listed in the second paragraph.  We respectfully request 

clarification so that we can proceed with the revision of the report.  Please see below: 

 

Site #      Requested Clarification 

38LA0360/38LA0760 38LA0360 is not in the 553-acre project area.  Should this be 

38LA0760? Site 38LA0760 is in the project report, but is not 

listed in the letter. 

38LA0742 This site is listed in two places: 1) as needing further 

investigation and 2) as determined not eligible for the National 

Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  Our report indicates 

unassessed; avoidance/testing. Please clarify the Corps’ NRHP 

eligibility determination.  

38LA0743 This site is listed as determined not eligible.  Was this the 

intended determination? Our report indicates unassessed; 

avoidance/testing. 

38LA0744  This site was omitted in the letter, but is in the project report. 

Please clarify the NRHP eligibility determination for this site. 
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38LA0757 and 38LA0758 These sites were omitted in the letter.  Please clarify the NRHP 

determination for these sites.  Should they be part of a sequence 

of 38LA0756-38LA0759 (all not eligible)? 

 

Thank you for your assistance with these clarifications.  It would be helpful in preparing the final survey 

report if we could have the Corps letter and technical comments, as well as the SHPO letter and 

comments.  We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Sincerely, 

R.S. Webb & Associates  

 

 
 

Beth Gantt 

Principal Archeologist 

 

Attachment: April 1 SHPO letter 
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July 12, 2013 
Regulatory Division 
 
 
Emily Dale 
State Historic Preservation Office 
South Carolina Department of Archives & History 
8301 Parkland Road 
Columbia, South Carolina 29223 
 
Subject: Haile Gold Mine, Inc., Lancaster County, South Carolina SAC 1992-24122-4IA 

Location and Phase I Delineation of Site 38LA155 / Field Reconnaissance for Sites 
38LA37 and 38LA188, Haile Gold Mine, Lancaster County, South Carolina 

 
Dear Ms. Dale: 
 
The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) serves as the lead federal agency for 
compliance with Appendix C of 33 CFR 325 regarding cultural resource impacts associated with 
the Haile Gold Mine Project (Project).  Pursuant to 33 CFR 325 Appendix C Part 5 
implementing the Natural Historic Preservation Act, the USACE requests the concurrence of the 
South Carolina State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) in regard to its findings for the 
Determination of Eligibility (for the National Register of Historic Places [NRHP]) and 
Determination of Project Effects for the Project to date. 
 
The USACE has received the following cultural resources letter report for this Project written by 
R.S. Webb & Associates.  A copy of the letter report is attached for your reference. 
 

Gantt, Beth 
2012    Location and Phase I Delineation of Site 38LA155/Field Reconnaissance  

for Sites 38LA37 and 38LA188, Haile Gold Mine, Lancaster County,  
South Carolina.  R.S. Webb & Associates No. 12-658-008. 

 
The USACE has reviewed the Letter Report and now requests concurrence on findings in 
relation to sites that are eligible for listing to the NRHP and Project Effects.  The USACE has 
determined that sites 38LA037, 38LA188, and 38LA155 are not eligible for listing in the NRHP.  
Site 38LA037 and 38LA188 have likely been destroyed by land development activities and do 
not meet the minimum criteria to be considered eligible for the NRHP.  Site 38LA155 does not 
meet the minimum criteria to be considered eligible for the NRHP due to its disturbed context 
and lack of cultural features.  A “no historic properties affected” finding is appropriate for these 
resources.   
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The USACE has greatly appreciated your participation in this project.  If you have any questions, 
please contact me at your earliest convenience. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Richard L. Darden, Ph.D.  
Project Manager  
Regulatory Division  
Charleston District  
69-A Hagood Avenue  
Charleston, South Carolina 29403 
 

Enclosure: Attachment  A – RSWA Letter Report 
 
cc:   Johnny Pappas, Haile Gold Mine, Inc. 
 Marianna DePratter, SCDHEC-Mining 
 Larry Long, USEPA 

Dr. Wenonah Haire, Catawba Indian Nation 
 Darin Steen, Catawba Indian Nation 

Charles Coleman, Thlopthlocco Tribal Town 
McLane Evans, Cardno ENTRIX 
Paul Leonard, Cardno ENTRIX 
Alison Uno, Cardno ENTRIX 
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July 19, 2013 
Regulatory Division 
 
 
Emily Dale 
State Historic Preservation Office 
South Carolina Department of Archives & History 
8301 Parkland Road 
Columbia, South Carolina 29223 
 
Subject: Haile Gold Mine, Inc., Lancaster County, South Carolina SAC 1992-24122-4IA 

Evaluation of Haile Gold Mine School Shed (265-1103.01) 
 
Dear Ms. Dale: 
 
The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) serves as the lead federal agency for 
compliance with Appendix C of 33 CFR 325 regarding cultural resource impacts associated with 
the Haile Gold Mine Project (Project).  Pursuant to 33 CFR 325 Appendix C Part 5 
implementing the National Historic Preservation Act, the USACE requests the concurrence of the 
South Carolina State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) in regard to its findings for the 
Determination of Eligibility (for the National Register of Historic Places [NRHP]) and 
Determination of Project Effects for the Project to date. 
 
The USACE has reviewed the following information from Haile Gold Mine, Inc. (Haile) 
regarding the structure recorded as the Haile Gold Mine School Shed (265-1103.01), which is 
briefly described below.  Currently, the South Carolina SHPO considers both the Haile Gold 
Mine School (265-1103) and an outbuilding recorded as the Haile Gold Mine School Shed (265-
1103.01) to be eligible for the NRHP.  Based on the attached information, the USACE has 
evaluated the Haile Gold Mine School Shed (265-1103.01) as non-contributing to the Haile Gold 
Mine School (265-1103).  As such, the USACE has determined the Haile Gold Mine School 
Shed is not eligible for the NRHP.  A copy of the information and report excerpts concerning this 
resource are attached in chronological order for your reference.   
 

1. Pope, Natalie Adams, Tracy Martin, Patrick Sullivan, and Sarah Stephens.  2011.  
Addendum Report: Cultural Resources Survey of Approximately 1,161 Acres; Haile 
Gold Mine, Lancaster County, South Carolina.  New South Associates Technical 
Report 2050.  Pages 170, 172-174, 193, 200. 

2. Barnes, Jodi.  November 15, 2011.  Letter to Ramona Schneider, Haile Gold Mine, 
Inc. regarding Pope et al. (2011) draft report. 

3. Barnes, Jodi.  December 22, 2011.  Letter to Ramona Schneider, Haile Gold Mine, 
Inc. regarding Pope et al. (2011) draft report. 
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4. Gantt, Mary Elizabeth, Jonathan Bloom, and Neil J. Bowen.  2012.  Final Report: 
Phase I Cultural Resources Survey 145-Acres Haile Gold Mine Holdings, Lancaster 
County, South Carolina.  R.S. Webb & Associates Project No. 11-658-001a.  Pages 
82, 84, 85, 89, and 97. 

5. Barnes, Jodi.  February 7, 2012.  Letter to Ramona Schneider, Haile Gold Mine, Inc. 
regarding Pope et al. (2012) draft report. 

6. Barnes, Jodi.  March 26, 2012.  Letter to Ramona Schneider, Haile Gold Mine, Inc. 
regarding Pope et al. (2012) final report. 

7. Pappas, Johnny.  September 24, 2012.  Letter to Richard Darden, PhD, USACE, 
regarding removal of Haile Gold Mine Shed. 

8. Gantt, Beth.  September 12, 2012.  Letter to Ramona Schneider, Haile Gold Mine, 
Inc. regarding Haile Gold Mine School Shed. 

 
 
In 2011, New South Associates (NSA) conducted a survey of 1,161 acres in Lancaster County, 
South Carolina, for Haile.  During this survey, NSA recorded the Haile Gold Mine School as 
265-1103 and its attendant shed (build date estimated ca. 1960) as 265-1103.01.  The NSA report 
recommended that the Haile Gold Mine School (265-1103) be considered as eligible for the 
NRHP, and described a property boundary that included Haile Gold Mine School Shed (265-
1103.01) as a contributing structure (see Pope et al. 2011).  Other than the Haile Gold Mine 
School Shed’s estimated build date, no detailed explanation for why the shed was considered 
contributing and therefore eligible for the NRHP was provided in the Pope et al. 2011 report.   

 
The SHPO reviewed NSA’s 2011 report and agreed that the Haile Gold Mine School 265-1103 
should be considered eligible for the NRHP; however, Haile Gold Mine School Shed (265-
1103.01) was not specifically mentioned by the SHPO at this time (see Barnes, November 15, 
2011).  

 
In 2012, R.S. Webb & Associates (RSWA) surveyed 145 acres of Haile Gold Mine, Inc. 
holdings in Lancaster County, and revisited the Haile Gold Mine School (265-1103).  In their 
report, RSWA agreed with the previous evaluation of the Haile Gold Mine School (265-1103) as 
eligible for the NRHP but no mention of the Haile Gold Mine School Shed (265-1103.01) was 
included (see Gantt et al. 2012).  The SHPO’s comments for their review of the RSWA report do 
not mention either Haile Gold Mine School (265-1103) or Haile Gold Mine School Shed (265-
1103.01) (see Barnes, February 7, 2012).  
 
The Haile Gold Mine School Shed (265-1103.01) was demolished sometime between May 2011 
(field date indicated in NSA’s report for architectural resources) and May 9, 2012.  Subsequent 
to the removal of the shed, Haile provided the USACE with supplemental information compiled 
by RSWA regarding Haile Gold Mine School Shed (265-1103.01) (see Pappas 2012 and Gantt 
2012).  The additional information provided by Haile and RSWA demonstrated that the shed 
post-dated 1966 and was not built in conjunction with the use of Haile Gold Mine School (265-
1103) as a school or parsonage.   
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Based on this information, the USACE has determined that the Haile Gold Mine School Shed 
(265-1103.01) is not a contributing feature of the Haile Gold Mine School (265-1103) and is not 
eligible for the NRHP.   
 
The USACE appreciates your participation in this project.  If you have any questions, please 
contact me at your earliest convenience. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Richard L. Darden, Ph.D.  
Project Manager  
Regulatory Division  
Charleston District
 

 
Enclosure: Attachment  A – Addendum Report:  Cultural Resources Survey 
 
cc:   Johnny Pappas, Haile Gold Mine, Inc. 
            Marianna DePratter, SCDHEC Bureau of Mining
            Alicia Rowe, SCDHEC Bureau of Water 
 Larry Long, USEPA 

Dr. Wenonah Haire, Catawba Indian Nation 
 Darin Steen, Catawba Indian Nation 

Charles Coleman, Thlopthlocco Tribal Town 
McLane Evans, Cardno ENTRIX 
Paul Leonard, Cardno ENTRIX 
Alison Uno, Cardno ENTRIX 
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July 19, 2013 
Regulatory Division 
 
 
Emily Dale 
State Historic Preservation Office 
South Carolina Department of Archives & History 
8301 Parkland Road 
Columbia, South Carolina 29223 
 
Subject: Haile Gold Mine, Inc., Lancaster County, South Carolina SAC 1992-24122-4IA 

Cultural Resources Report Review of Report: Review of Phase I Cultural Resources 
Survey of 553 Acres at Haile Gold Mine, Lancaster and Kershaw Counties, South 
Carolina, draft report dated March 29, 2012, by R.S. Webb & Associates 

 
Dear Ms. Dale: 
 
The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) serves as the lead federal agency for 
compliance with Appendix C of 33 CFR 325 regarding cultural resource impacts associated with 
the Haile Gold Mine Project (Project).  Pursuant to 33 CFR 325 Appendix C Part 5 
implementing the National Historic Preservation Act, the USACE requests the concurrence of the 
South Carolina State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) in regard to its findings for the 
Determination of Eligibility (for the National Register of Historic Places [NRHP]) and 
Determination of Project Effects for the Project to date. 
 
This letter serves to correct errors within the USACE letter to the SHPO dated March 6, 2013 
and the SHPO letter to the USACE April 1, 2013 concerning the R.S. Webb & Associates draft 
report entitled Phase I Cultural Resources Survey of 553 Acres at Haile Gold Mine, Lancaster 
and Kershaw Counties, South Carolina.  R.S. Webb & Associates brought the errors to the 
USACE’s attention.  The USACE corrected these errors in a letter to Haile Gold Mine, Inc. on 
June 10, 2013.  All aforementioned correspondence are attached to this letter for your reference. 
 
The USACE is now requesting that the SHPO update and correct their site concurrence files for 
the Project.  Table 1 lists the errors that have been corrected by the USACE.   
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Table 1.  Errors within previous correspondence regarding Phase I report. 

Site # Requested Clarification 
from R.S. Webb & 
Associates 

Response 

38LA0360/ 
38LA0760 

38LA0360 is not in the 553-
acre project area.  Should 
this be 38LA0760? Site 
38LA760 is in the project 
report, but is not listed in the 
letter.  

There was a typographical error.  The third paragraph on the 
second page of the USACE’s letter dated February 14, 2013, 
should read: 
“The USACE concurs that 10 of the archaeological sites 
(38LA356, 38LA622/641, 38LA666 Loci 2 and 3, 
38LA744, 38LA745, 38LA753, 38LA755, and 38LA760) 
are unassessed and would require additional research and/or 
field evaluation to determine whether they meet the criteria 
for listing on the NRHP.  If these archeological sites cannot 
be avoided, additional testing will be required.”    

38LA0742 This site is listed in two 
places: 1) as needing further 
investigation and 2) as 
determined not eligible for 
the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP).  
Our report indicated 
unassessed; 
avoidance/testing.  Please 
clarify the Corps’ NRHP 
eligibility determination.  

The USACE considers 38LA0742 to be not eligible for the 
NRHP. The USACE’s reasoning for this evaluation is 
provided on page 2, paragraph 2 of the letter dated 
February 14, 2013: 
“Based on the information provided in this report, Site 
38LA742 appears to have limited variety (only lithic 
debitage, mostly flake fragments and a minor amount of 
sherds), limited quantity (18 total artifacts), and 
questionable clarity (no diagnostic tools, all sherds eroded). 
It is stated that there are some indications that ceramics and 
lithics could be vertically separated, but ceramics were 
found from 20-50 centimeters below surface (cmbs) and 
lithics from 20-60 cmbs, which are very similar depths.  It 
is our opinion that the site holds little research potential 
based on this and does not require additional testing.” 

38LA0743 This site is listed as 
determined not eligible.  
Was this the intended 
determination? Our report 
indicates unassessed; 
avoidance/testing. 

The USACE considers 38LA0743 to be not eligible for the 
NRHP. The USACE’s reasoning for this evaluation is 
provided on page 2, paragraph 2 of the letter dated 
February 14, 2013: 
“Site 38LA743 appears to be very limited spatially (only 
one positive shovel test) and in terms of artifact variety and 
clarity (only non-diagnostic lithic reduction waste).  Also, a 
lack of evidence of well-defined artifact bearing strata may 
suggest that intact features and middens are unlikely at this 
site.  This along with the redundant nature of this site type 
within the area in our opinion suggests that the site holds 
little research potential and does not require additional 
testing.” 
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Site # Requested Clarification 
from R.S. Webb & 
Associates 

Response 

38LA0744 This site was omitted in the 
letter, but is in the project 
report.  Please clarify the 
NRHP eligibility 
determination for this site.  

There was a typographical error.  The third paragraph on the 
second page of the USACE’s letter dated February 14, 2013, 
should read: 
“The USACE concurs that 10 of the archaeological sites 
(38LA356, 38LA622/641, 38LA666 Loci 2 and 3, 
38LA744, 38LA745, 38LA753, 38LA755, and 38LA760) 
are unassessed and would require additional research and/or 
field evaluation to determine whether they meet the criteria 
for listing on the NRHP.  If these archeological sites cannot 
be avoided, additional testing will be required.”    
 

38LA0757 
and 
38LA0758 

These sites were omitted in 
the letter.  Please clarify the 
NRHP determination for 
these sites.  Should they be 
part of a sequence of 
38LA0756-38LA0759 (all 
not eligible)? 

In the SCDAH’s letter dated April 1, 2013, in paragraph 2, 
the site numbers 38LA0756 and 38LA0759 should have 
been separated by a hyphen rather than a comma, to 
indicate inclusion of sites 38LA0757 and 38LA0758.   
 

 
The USACE has greatly appreciated your participation in this project.  If you have any questions, 
please contact me at your earliest convenience. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Richard L. Darden, Ph.D.  
Project Manager  
Regulatory Division  
Charleston District  
 

Enclosure: Attachment  A:  Cultural Resources Report Review of Report – USACE to Haile 
Letters dated June 10, 2013 and March 6, 2013 

 
cc:   Johnny Pappas, Haile Gold Mine, Inc. 
            Marianna DePratter, SCDHEC Bureau of Mining
            Alicia Rowe, SCDHEC Bureau of Water 
 Larry Long, USEPA 

Dr. Wenonah Haire, Catawba Indian Nation 
 Darin Steen, Catawba Indian Nation 

Charles Coleman, Thlopthlocco Tribal Town 
McLane Evans, Cardno ENTRIX 
Paul Leonard, Cardno ENTRIX 
Alison Uno, Cardno ENTRIX 



 

 

  
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
69A Hagood Avenue 

CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 

 

    REPLY  TO  
    ATTENTION OF  

 
 
 
 

July 19, 2013 
Regulatory Division 
 
 
Emily Dale 
State Historic Preservation Office 
South Carolina Department of Archives & History 
8301 Parkland Road 
Columbia, South Carolina 29223 
 
Subject: Haile Gold Mine, Inc., Lancaster County, South Carolina SAC 1992-24122-4IA 

Historic Significance of Haile Gold Mine 
 
Dear Ms. Dale: 
 
The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) serves as the lead federal agency for 
compliance with Appendix C of 33 CFR 325 regarding cultural resource impacts associated with 
the Haile Gold Mine Project (Project).  Pursuant to 33 CFR 325 Appendix C Part 5 
implementing the National Historic Preservation Act, the USACE requests the concurrence of the 
South Carolina State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) in regard to its findings for the 
Determination of Eligibility (for the National Register of Historic Places [NRHP]) and 
Determination of Project Effects for the Project to date. 
 
The South Carolina SHPO previously determined the Haile Gold Mine (0946) to be eligible for the 
NRHP in 2007.  As the Haile Gold Mine is within the Cultural Resources Study Area of the Project 
(see Figure 1), the USACE further evaluated this historic resource for eligibility for the NRHP.  The 
following provides a brief history and evaluation information for the Haile Gold Mine. 
 
History 
 
Gold mining efforts at Haile Gold Mine began in the 1820s, and continued on an episodic basis 
into the 21st century.  In 1986, as part of a countywide survey of historic structures in Lancaster 
County conducted by Preservation Consultants, Inc., the South Carolina structure number 0946 
was assigned to Haile Gold Mine.  The survey report did not include Haile Gold Mine on a list of 
potential NRHP properties, but did identify the mine as a potential site for a historic marker.  The 
State of South Carolina subsequently placed a historic marker for Haile Gold Mine at the 
intersection of Highway 601 and Haile Gold Mine Road.   
 
The structure card completed in 1986 for Haile Gold Mine (0946) does not provide an evaluation 
of the historic significance of the mine, but does note that the mine had been altered by the 
demolition of structures.  In the South Carolina ArchSite database, Haile Gold Mine (0946) is 
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mapped as a tetrahedron (see Figure 1) over some of the historic mining pits, but does not encompass 
the entire historic operations of the mine.   
 
A 1993 cultural resource survey of property at Haile Gold Mine (Pluckhahn and Braley 1993) 
included the area recorded as 0946, but did not discuss that particular resource; none of the 
cultural resource studies completed at or near Haile Gold Mine since 1986 have discussed or 
evaluated the mine as a whole.  Some subsequent cultural resource surveys have recorded 
specific elements of the mine, most notably the Stamp Mill (archaeological site 38LA383) and 
Haile Gold Mine School (structure 265-1103), both of which the SHPO considers to be eligible 
for the NRHP (Adams et al. 2012; Pope et al. 2011).  The USACE recommends that both the 
Stamp Mill (38LA383) and Haile Gold Mine School (265-1103) continue to be considered 
eligible for the NRHP.  While these individual properties are related to the historic mining 
operations at Haile Gold Mine, both 38LA383 and 265-1103 lie outside the mapped boundaries 
of 0946 (see Figure 1).  
 
Eligibility 
 
In 2007, representatives of the South Carolina SHPO reviewed the 1986 Lancaster County 
survey data to evaluate recorded properties for eligibility for listing in the NRHP.  At that time, 
the SHPO determined Haile Gold Mine (0946) to be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D.  
 
The National Park Service provides guidance for the evaluation of historic mining properties in 
its bulletin Guidelines for Identifying, Evaluating, and Registering Historic Mining Sites (Noble 
and Spude 1997).  Essential to such an evaluation is the question of whether a historic mine 
retains sufficient “integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association” 
to convey its significance.  In the years since historic gold mining operations at Haile Gold Mine 
ceased during World War II, several episodes of mining and exploration have created significant 
changes to the mine’s historic landscape and design.  The most extensive alterations occurred 
during mining and exploration in the 1990s, and during exploration and reclamation/closure in 
the early years of the 21st century.  Changes to the mine’s appearance include expansion of 
historic pits, creation of new pits, use of historic dumps to fill pits, reclamation of pits as lakes, 
and capping of pits (Crowl et al. 2009; Gusek and Schneider 2010; Rowe and Turner 2005).   
 
It is the USACE’s opinion that these alterations to the mine’s historic design along with the 
absence of any standing mine structures or equipment have reduced the historic integrity of Haile 
Gold Mine (0946) to the point that it is no longer eligible for the NRHP.  Further, since Haile Gold Mine 
is not eligible for the NRHP no determination of effect is required.
 
The USACE is requesting concurrence from the South Carolina SHPO that the Haile Gold Mine (0946)
is not eligible for listing on the NRHP. 
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Thank you for your continued assistance with the Haile Gold Mine Project.  If you should have 
any questions in relation to our request for concurrence with our determination or consultation 
efforts to date for this Project, please contact me at your earliest convenience. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Richard L. Darden, Ph.D.  
Project Manager  
Regulatory Division  
Charleston District  
 

 
cc:   Johnny Pappas, Haile Gold Mine, Inc. 
 Marianna DePratter, SCDHEC Bureau of Mining 
            Alicia Rowe, SCDHEC Bureau of Water  
            Larry Long, USEPA
            Dr. Wenonah Haire, Catawba Indian Nation 

             Darin Steen, Catawba Indian Nation 
             Paul Leonard, Cardno ENTRIX 
             McLane Evans, Cardno ENTRIX 
             Alison Uno, Cardno ENTRIX 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

CHARLESTON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
69A Hagood Avenue 

CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 29403-5107 

 

    REPLY  TO  
    ATTENTION OF  

 
 
 
 

 
December 4, 2013 

 
Regulatory Division 
 
 
 
Mr. Reid Nelson 
Director, Office of Federal Agency Programs 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
1100 Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Suite 803  
Washington, DC 20004 
 
Subject: Haile Gold Mine, Inc., Lancaster County, South Carolina 
 Government-to-Government Consultation Initiation 
 SAC 1992-24122-4IA 
 
Dear Mr. Nelson: 
 
 The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Charleston District (USACE) is writing to you to 
inquire whether the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) desires to comment or 
participate in the consultation regarding the proposed Haile Gold Mine Project (Undertaking).  In 
addition to the background information set forth below, enclosed please find documentation for 
the ACHP to consider in deciding whether it will participate in the consultation process.  This 
office requests that the ACHP advise USACE in writing whether it will participate in the 
consultation within 15 days of receipt of this notice. 
 

Federal agency participation includes the USACE as the lead agency and USEPA as 
cooperating agency for the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) pursuant to 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  Please note that The Catawba Indian Nation 
and the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (SCDHEC) are non-
federal cooperating agencies based on their respective expertise and authorities related to this 
undertaking.  In compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), 
as implemented in 36 CFR Part 800, and 33 CFR 325 Appendix C, the USACE is consulting 
with The Catawba Indian Nation, Thlopthlocco Tribal Town, and the South Carolina State 
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO). 
 
 The EIS process began on September 29, 2011, when a Notice of Intent (NOI) was 
published in the Federal Register (Volume 76, Number 189, p.60474) advertising a scoping 
meeting held on October 27, 2011 (http://www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html).  The USACE is 
conducting the Section 106 and NEPA processes concurrently for this undertaking. 
 
Project Summary 
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The USACE intends to prepare a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) to 

identify the potential social, economic, and environmental effects of the proposed construction 
and operation of a gold mine in order to extract and process gold from the Haile ore body in 
wetlands and streams associated with Haile Gold Mine Creek, by Haile Gold Mine, Inc. (Haile) 
in the vicinity of Kershaw, Lancaster County, SC.  The EIS will be prepared in two stages: a 
DEIS and a Final EIS (FEIS).  Both of these documents will be circulated for public comment, 
and a Public Hearing will be held after the circulation of the DEIS.  Ultimately, when the 
USACE is prepared to make a final decision on the application, the agency will prepare a Record 
of Decision (ROD). 
 
Consultation 
 

The USACE is inviting you to participate in the Appendix C and Section 106 
consultation process.  Because this effort will be conducted in a parallel track with the NEPA 
process, your participation will allow the USACE to closely coordinate the Appendix C and Part 
800 requirements with the NEPA process.  Information on the USACE’s Cultural Resources 
Study Area, also referred to as the Area of Potential Effect (APE) under Section 106, will be 
provided to you as part of a project information packet if you choose to participate in 
consultation at this time.  You may have already been contacted by the USACE regarding 
participating in consultation for this undertaking if you are registered to receive notices for the 
Charleston office at: http://www.sac.usace.army.mil /?action=publicnotices.signup.  If this is 
your first correspondence from the USACE, please consider receiving electronic notices to 
ensure rapid and regular notifications and updates.  We also respectfully ask that you respond to 
this letter to indicate your interest in becoming a consulting party for this undertaking. 
 
Potential Effects 
 

This undertaking has the potential to affect historic properties.  Haile has conducted field 
surveys to identify historic properties that are eligible for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) within the proposed mine boundaries.  The USACE is currently 
consulting with the South Carolina SHPO, in addition to other consulting parties, to finalize 
determinations of eligibility to the NRHP and to identify measures to avoid, minimize, or 
mitigate adverse effects to these historic properties, as necessary.  These measures may include 
avoidance, fencing sites or portions of sites to ensure that they are not disturbed during 
construction, monitoring of construction activities, data recovery at the sites, or creative 
mitigation strategies. 
 

A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) is being developed by the USACE and the 
consulting parties.  A Cultural Resources Management Plan (CRMP) and Unanticipated 
Discoveries Plan (UDP) are being developed by Haile, subject to review and approval by the 
USACE in consultation with the consulting parties.  The MOA will provide an outline for 
completing evaluations of cultural resources for listing in the NRHP, as well as a plan for the 
treatment of documented historic properties and cemeteries, training and education for Haile 
personnel and contractors, emergency response procedures, and dispute resolution measures.  
The CRMP will provide the plan for completing the evaluations of cultural resources, and the 
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UDP will describe measures to be followed in the event that previously undocumented cultural 
resources are discovered during construction activities.  The CRMP and UDP will be appendices 
to the MOA and will constitute important environmental commitments made by the applicant 
and enforced by the USACE in conditions attached to any permit that may be issued. 
 
Details of the Activity 
 

The undertaking proposed by Haile is to reactivate the existing Haile Gold Mine near 
Kershaw, SC for the development of gold resources, to expand the area for open pit mining, and 
to construct associated facilities.  The Haile Gold Mine project area encompasses approximately 
4,552 acres.  Mining will occur in phases involving eight open mining pits over a twelve-year 
period, with pit depths ranging from 110 to 840 feet deep.  The proposed work includes 
mechanized land clearing, grubbing, temporary stockpiling, filling, and excavation that will 
directly impact 120.46 acres of freshwater wetlands and 26,460 linear feet of streams.  
Construction drawings provided by the applicant are included in the original joint public notice 
of January 28, 2011, and are available on the Charleston District public web site at 
http://www.sac.usace.army.mil/ ?action=publicnotices.pn2011. 
 

The DEIS is scheduled to be publicly available in March 2014.  A Public Hearing will be 
conducted following the release of the DEIS.  If you wish to comment or participate in the 
consultation process, please forward your response within 15 days of this notice. 

 
 If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Richard Darden at  
843-329-8043 or toll free at 1-866-329-8187. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

      for: John Litz 
       Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army 
       Commander and District Engineer 

      
Tina B. Hadden 
Chief, Regulatory Division 

 
Copy Furnished:    
 
Ms. Marianna DePratter 
Bureau of Mining 
South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control 
2600 Bull Street 
Columbia, South Carolina  29201 
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Mr. Larry Long 
USEPA Region IV 
Atlanta Federal Center 
61 Forsyth Street SW 
Atlanta, Georgia  30303 
Dr. Wenonah Haire 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
The Catawba Indian Nation 
1536 Tom Steven Road 
Rock Hill, South Carolina  29730 
 
Mr. Darin Steen 
Environmental Services Director 
The Catawba Indian Nation 
996 Avenue of the Nations 
Rock Hill, South Carolina  29730 
 
Mr. Charles Coleman 
Thlopthlocco Tribal Town 
P.O. Box 1888 
Okemah, Oklahoma  74859 
 
Ms. Laura Boos 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
1835 Assembly Street, Room 865 B-1 
Columbia, South Carolina  29201 
 
Mr. Paul Leonard 
Vice-President, Water Resources 
Cardno ENTRIX 
50 Glenlake Parkway, Suite 600 
Atlanta, Georgia  30328 
 
Mr. McLane Evans 
Senior Project Scientist 
Cardno ENTRIX 
3905 Crescent Park Drive 
Riverview, Florida  33578 
 
Ms. Alison Uno 
Senior Staff Scientist 
Cardno ENTRIX 
801 Second Avenue, Suite 700 
Seattle, Washington  98104 
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